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DIBELS® Progress Monitoring
Oral Reading Fluency

The Best Present Ever

> The girl stared at the big red circle she had drawn around a date on
her calendar. There wasn’t much time to think of a gift before Mai’s
grandmother came for her visit. Mai took out a sheet of paper and started
listing some possibilities.

Mai reviewed her list, but she did not see anything that was unique
enough for a wonderful person like her grandmother. It would be a long
journey from her small village to the city. Mai wanted to celebrate her
grandmother’s first visit to the city by giving her an extraordinary gift.

Mai stared at the paper. She attempted to think of something more
creative. All of a sudden, Mai had a brilliant inspiration. She would make
homemade stationery for her. Mai found a book that described how to
make paper. She started making a list of all the materials she would need.
Next, she ran around the house, collecting all of the items on her list.
Once she had everything she needed, she carefully followed each step of
the instructions. She wanted her sheets of paper to be perfect. Mai felt
excited as she waited for the homemade paper to dry.

The next morning, Father popped his head into Mai’s room to see
how his daughter’s project was progressing. She replied that she would
come show him the finished product as soon as she was done. Then Mai
began the task of decorating the paper to make stationery. She used a
pen and colored ink to draw things that she had seen in Grandmother’s
village. She drew the dense tropical forest on one sheet and colorful
orchids on another. She was careful not to let the pieces of paper touch
each other to prevent the ink from smearing. After the ink was dry, Mai
showed the stationery to her parents. They were amazed by the beautiful
drawings and thanked Mai for making her grandmother this thoughtful
gift. Mai gently stacked the sheets of paper and tied a yellow silk ribbon
around them. She looked forward to giving her grandmother the best

present ever.
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DIBELS® Progress Monitoring
Oral Reading Fluency

All About Shoes

> No matter what the activity, it is often helpful to have a good pair
of shoes. Shoes can come in many different styles and types. Some help
athletes run faster or jump higher. Others let travelers wander for miles
without getting tired. Shoes help dancers twirl on the stage and workers
slog through mud. Depending on the task, the right pair of shoes can
make a big difference in helping to get it done.

Shoes for athletes are often lightweight, so as not to slow down the
athletes. They need to give the athletes support, traction, and protection
from injuries. One running shoe designer thought a shoe with a “waffle”
pattern on the bottom would give runners a lot of traction. To make this
shoe, he poured rubber into a waffle iron! Shoes for some outdoor sports,
such as soccer and baseball, often have rubber or metal cleats that dig
into the grass to keep the players from slipping. Shoes can often make a
big difference in athletes’ performance, and shoe companies are always
looking for new ways to give their customers an edge when competing.

Dancers also use specialized shoes. Pointe shoes have a box in the
toe that allows ballet dancers to balance on the tips of their toes. Tap
dancers wear shoes with metal “taps” attached that make a loud, sharp
sound when hit against a hard surface. Ballroom dancers wear shoes that
are lightweight enough to move around easily, but also durable enough
to take heavy pounding against the floor. They also must be made so
dancers do not slip on the hardwood dance floor.

Hikers and people who work outdoors look for shoes that can
withstand water and mud. These shoes can vary from simple plastic rain
boots to hard, tough, work boots. Other outdoor activities call for other
types of shoes. Climbing shoes help get a good grip on the rock, and
wading shoes can get wet without slipping.

Inside or out, for fun or for work, the right pair of shoes can really

help you out.
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Watching a Soccer Game

> The crowd at the soccer game cheered as a player on the home team
kicked the ball into the goal, just out of reach of the goalie’s desperate
dive. Watching in the stands, Isabel and Ricardo couldn’t believe how
close this league championship game had become. With this last point,
the home team had tied the game at two goals each. There wasn’t very
much time left before the whole season would be over.

Isabel and Ricardo loved soccer, but this was their first time
attending a championship game at the stadium. Their family lived in
Madrid, and the stadium was located nearby. They were excited that their
home team was in the finals this year, and they felt lucky that their father
had agreed to take them to see the game.

Their father was no stranger to soccer. When he was younger, he had
been a midfielder on a professional team. He often told the children all
kinds of exciting stories about the games he played. He enjoyed playing
soccer with them and watching the sport on television. The whole family
was excited to see a championship game in person.

The stadium was packed with people. Some of the fans were visitors
from other countries. Everyone was caught up in the excitement of the
game and cheered their team as loudly as they could. They watched the
players battle each other furiously to move the ball up the field. Just
when it looked like one team would score, the goalie blocked the ball.
The teams seemed perfectly matched, and Ricardo and Isabel were on
the edge of their seats, wondering who would win. It would not be much
longer before one team was victorious. Isabel caught Ricardo’s eye and
they both grinned. No matter what happened in the end, they knew they

would not forget this championship game.
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DIBELS® Progress Monitoring
Oral Reading Fluency

A Trip to an Aquarium

> Yesterday, my class took a field trip to thé local aquarium. When we
arrived, a volunteer met us and explained that he would take our class on
a tour. Our first stop was a display of different ocean habitats. I learned
that some of the habitats in our bay are kelp forests, deep reefs, and
sandy seafloors.

Next, we visited the otter tank. Our view into the tank allowed us
to watch the otters under and above the water. With their big eyes and
tiny paws, the otters looked like cute stuffed animals. We watched them
play and dive for food. While we were there, one of the workers served
the otters a big treat. It was shrimp served on floating platters. The otters
rolled on their backs and balanced the platters on their stomachs while
they swam. The whole class laughed at this.

The next stop was the jellyfish display. The display was located in a
large, dark room that looked like a strange world from a science fiction
novel. Each tank had a light that shone down on the jellyfish. I watched
tiny jellyfish drift like lighted clouds in one tank, and larger jellyfish
circling gracefully in another.

Our last stop was the exhibit of shoreline birds. The aquarium birds
came from wildlife rescue centers in the area. Visitors could stand very
close to the birds. The birds didn’t mind being close to people, but they
didn’t like to be touched. I stood carefully with my hands behind my
back, watching them. Large and small birds waded in shallow pools and
hid under marsh plants. I especially liked one bird that had a white head,
a black chest, and stood on one leg.

Finally, it was time to return to school, and the guide told us
goodbye. As we were leaving, I saw several additional rooms that we
hadn’t had time to explore. I hope I can visit again so I can see more

animals and ocean habitats.
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